
•	 Always use a marine CO detector
•	 Know where and how CO may 

accumulate in and around your boat
•	 Avoid idling and exposure to other 

boats’ emissions
•	 Maintain fresh air circulation at all 

times
•	 Symptoms of CO poisoning mirror 

seasickness

For more information:
www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com/co-danger
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CO is odorless, colorless, 
tasteless and deadly.

DANGER!



FILE A FLOAT PLAN 
Share with someone you trust the 
details about the trip, boat, persons, 
towing or trailer vehicle, 
communication equipment,             
and emergency contacts

WEAR A LIFE JACKET 
Set the example and always         
wear a life jacket.

USE AN ENGINE  
CUT-OFF SWITCH 
Stops the boat’s engine should        
the operator, or in some cases     
even passenger, unexpectedly          
fall overboard.

KNOW THE ROUTE 
Use nautical charts and state          
and local maps to determine your       
route, and be aware of markers      
and hazards.

BE AWARE 
Watch for dangers from all directions.

MAINTAIN SAFE SPEED 
Follow local regulations, buoys,     
and signs; your speed may be 
determined by visibility, weather,   
and boat traffic.
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Reference to any specific commercial product, process, or service, or the use of any trade, firm or 
corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does not constitute 

endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the U.S. Coast Guard.


